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Scheduling an Indiana Certified Automotive Recycler Exemplary Standards (INCARES) audit is 

kind of like scheduling an annual check-up for your facility: we review your paperwork, look around your 

shop, and ask if you’ve been leaking anything you shouldn’t.  INCARES audits provide a safe, 

confidential environment to ask the questions you may not want to bring to the attention of a regulator.  

Don’t know what safety equipment you need?  Don’t know where to get current fire extinguishers?  Don’t 

know how to legally dispose the fluids you handle?  It’s never too late to determine your risks and start 

changing your process!  VET will provide recommendations based on your specific situation.  Regular 

INCARES audits can act as a preventative measure against bigger issues down the road, like getting cited 

by the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) for storm water or the Occupational 

Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) for employee safety.  Plus, INCARES audits are more 

affordable than most independently offered audits, and significantly more affordable than regulator fines.  

Protect your bottom line! 

Shortly following your audit, VET will send you a detailed report that identifies any issues found 

during the audit and includes recommendations on how to fix them.  INCARES certification is not 

presented until the Auto Recyclers of Indiana (ARI) convention in August, so yards generally have a 

month (or more) to make corrections and raise their score.  INCARES members have full access to the 

VET team during the correction period.  VET is always available to answer questions, provide reminders, 

and send you helpful information as you work to make improvements.  VET can help you determine 

which improvements are most important (and feasible) for your facility, and which ones you can afford to 

hold off on.  Not everyone has room to unstack their cars or the funds to put a roof over their crusher – 

and we get that.  We encourage yards to work on the issues that make the most sense for their situation.  

We can help you develop a timeline to get where you want your yard to be when it’s time to certify.  If we 

determine that you need a stormwater permit or a spill prevention plan we can assist you with obtaining 

those.  We can set you up with compliance and safety software to help you keep on top of your 

inspections, trainings, and records.  Added benefits like these help eliminate hours of paperwork, let you 

focus on business, and are what make the INCARES program so valuable.  

If you don’t pass your INCARES audit the first time, you are not alone.  We do not expect your 

yard to be perfect when we visit – and on any given day most yards are not!  It is not unusual for a new 

yard to initially score 50%-60% on their first ever INCARES audit (a minimum of 75% must be reached 

to certify in the program).  Not everyone certifies their first year.  We’ve found that most yards start 

showing a consistent uptick in score by their third or fourth year in the program.  They know what to 

expect, and they’ve modified their procedures to meet program standards.  In a similar manner, VET 

updates the INCARES audit every few years to meet changing regulations and finds new ways for 

facilities to improve.  The 2018 audit will include new items in addition to most of the existing items to 

keep improving compliance.   

At the end of the day, your INCARES audit is an honest, down-to-earth, non-sugarcoated report 

of where you stand regarding legislation and how your facility compares to other facilities across the 

state.  Successfully completing the INCARES audit process and attaining INCARES certification will 

give you peace of mind that you are headed in the right direction.  Maintaining compliance is an ongoing 

process, and it does not happen overnight.  Let us help you find the right map, patch the road, and keep 

your wheels aligned so you can focus on the drive.  VET will be with you every mile of the way! 

 

Got Compliance? 

 

 

 

 

 


