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Spring has sprung and along with warm breezes, singing birds, and blooming flowers come 
weeds, mud, and bugs.  This is a great time to look around your yard with fresh eyes and do 
some serious spring and summer cleaning!  Small fixes and small investments in time can make 
a big difference: a difference that regulators and customers will notice right away.  A clean yard 
shows you are serious about your business.  A clean yard is a compliant yard! 

Even if you have been doing regular good housekeeping inspections and proper maintenance, 
there are always things that fall through the cracks or are saved for later.  This is especially true 
in winter when it’s cold and miserable outside, and when snow covers the ground.  In a primarily 
outdoor business like an auto recycling facility, spring rains and melting snow always make a 
mess: access roads are muddy, neglected or unnoticed leaks are mobilized by stormwater, and 
trash seems to appear out of nowhere.  This is a good time of year to walk your yard with extra 
critical eyes.  Next time you walk your yard, pretend you are a customer (Or auditor! Or 
regulator!) and see what pops up.  Notice trash accumulating against a fence?  Bare spots or mud 
in the crushed stone?  Drips on the ground?  Unlabeled fluids storage tanks?  Weeds growing 
against buildings or along access roads?  Note any issues you find and add fixing them your to-
do list.   

First impressions are key for regulators and customers.  Something as simple as weeding will 
improve your yard’s appearance and curb appeal.  And with warm spring rains come weeds!  
This is especially true if the crushed stone cover is getting thin.  If your vehicles are hiding 
behind a wall of weeds, it’s time to take action.  General purpose, household herbicides (such as 
RoundUp) can be used.  A weed whacker is an efficient way to clear weeds.  Smaller areas can 
even be cleared by hand.   

Another common issue we hear about from clients, especially in the spring, is mud.  Mud seeps 
up around crushed stone and pretty soon the crushed stone is gone and your yard is covered in 
mud.  You can keep adding loads of expensive crushed stone, or you can prevent it from sinking 
by using special mats or fabrics.  These geotextiles, or landscape fabrics, are made so that water 
drains through them, but soil stays underneath and stone stays on top.  Consider laying some 
fabric before your next load of crushed stone, especially in chronically wet or high traffic areas.  
You may save money and crushed stone in the long run. 

It’s mosquito season!  Mosquitoes and other vectors can breed and live anywhere there is 
standing water.  Vectors are animals or insects that carry diseases that can infect humans.  Waste 
tires get a bad rap for this.  Long term puddles, standing water in drainage ways, even birdbaths 
can be breeding ground for mosquitoes.  Walk your yard a day or two after it rains.  Are there 
still puddles?  Some local site grading will prevent mosquitoes from breeding.  (This can likely 
be done with a shovel; you may not even need heavy equipment.)  Ponding water in vehicle 
trunks?  If trunks and hoods can’t close, pull body plugs or drill holes to allow water to drain.  



Keep your yard clean and compliant this spring and all year round by making small, routine 
investments of time and money.  It all adds up! 

Got Compliance? 


