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The Auto & Truck Recyclers of Illinois is composed of some of the most prestigious and 
responsible businesses in the state.  We are an industry powerhouse and represent a significant amount of 
commerce in Illinois.  Like all businesses, however, we are affected by international economic change.  
The low price of scrap metal on the international markets has had adverse impacts on our industry.  It is 
important we stand together to protect one another and the industry as a whole.  We need to ensure our 
operations are bulletproof because the smallest violations can have a great impact on business.  It is times 
like these that environmental compliance and safety need to come to the forefront of operations to reduce 
the risk of penalties.  VET Environmental Engineering, LLC (VET) is here to assist recyclers in gaining 
compliance with the complex requirements imposed by federal, state, and local regulations – and stay 
there.  
 This VET Review will focus on the importance of safety in the workplace.  The topic of safety 
should permeate the entire business, from owner to employee and throughout all operations.  Safety can 
make or break lives and therefore make or break business.  The keys to being safe are education and 
vigilance.  Safety should always be on the mind of the business owner and it is the owner’s responsibility 
to ensure that safety is in the forefront of the employees’ minds.  Business owners should educate 
employees on safety and provide the necessary safety training and educational materials. 
 Relevant to our discussion of safety, moves are being made on Capitol Hill to increase limits on 
OSHA fine amounts.  The next federal budget bill could potentially increase OSHA fines by 80% 
beginning August 1, 2016.  OSHA limits on fine amounts have not increased since 1990.  This dramatic 
increase in fine amounts is related to the 78.24% rise of the Consumer Price Index between October 1990 
and September 2015.  Language in the bill allows for fine amounts to further increase on an annual basis 
depending on the rate of inflation.  Currently, the bill only requires President Obama’s signature, as it has 
already passed the Senate and U.S. House of Representatives. 
 Responsible business owners should already have safety at the core of their operations.  If you 
don’t, now is the time to start!  A tremendous increase in OSHA fine amounts is on the horizon.  These 
fines will have significant financial impacts if you aren’t prepared.  Prepare your business by making the 
health and well-being of your employees a priority in 2016.  Make a conscious effort to be safe every day.  
Obtain safety training materials and educate your employees.  Schedule and document regular safety 
meetings that cover topics pertinent to the automotive recycling industry.  VET provides affordable 
environmental and safety compliance software programs that assign pertinent safety tasks and hold 
businesses accountable for completing them.  Please give us a call to discuss how our software programs 
can protect your employees and your business.  We don’t want to see any owner, employee, or business 
get hurt.  Hit the gym, safety up, and Happy Holidays! 
 


